
Does the space contain or have the potential to 
contain a hazardous atmosphere?

Does the space contain a material that has the 
potential to engulf an entrant?

Is the space configured such that an entrant could be 
trapped or asphyxiated by inwardly converging 
walls or by a floor that slopes downward and 
tapers to a smaller cross section?

Does the space contain any other recognized serious 
safety or health hazard?

Prepare for entry as a Low 
Hazard Confined Space:

- Job evaluation to ensure 
hazards are not
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         The space is a high-hazard 
          confined space.
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Is the space large enough and so configured that an 
employee can bodily enter and perform assigned work?

Does the space have limited or restricted means for entry 
or exit (e.g., tanks, vessels, silos, storage bins, hoppers, 
vaults, pits)?

Is the space designed for continuous employee occupancy?
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The space is a confined 
space.

The space is not 
a confined space

Inform employees by posting 
or an alternate method  
approved by Hazards Control 
Department.

Will contractors enter?

Will host employees 
enter to perform entry 
tasks?

Can the hazards be 
eliminated?

Can the space be 
maintained in a 
condition safe to enter 
using continuous forced 
air ventilation only?

Prepare for entry into a high-hazard confined 
space.  The following are required:
— Written permit
— Personnel training
— Barricades (if appropriate)
— Forced air ventilation (hazardous
          atmosphere  only)
— PPE
— Atmosphere testing
— Attendant and rescue
— Two-way communication
— Notification of the health and safety
           technician

Inform contractor of
— LLNL confined-space requirements
— Hazards of the space
— Precautions and procedures for entering the space

Reevaluate the 
requirements for this 
space.

Prepare for entry into a high-hazard confined space with special 
circumstances.  The following are required:
— Cerification of Safe Entry
— Personnel training
— Barricades (if appropriate)
— Atmosphere testing
— Forced air ventilation
— PPE
— Procedure for response to the detection of hazardous 
atmosphere
— Notification of the health and safety technician

Will contractors and host employees 
be entering the space?

Procedure is required to coordinate 
entry and activities so that 
employees of one employer do not 
endanger others.

Prevent unauthorized 
entry.
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Prepare for entry into a low-hazard confined 
space. The following are required:
— Job evaluation to ensure hazards are not
          introduced into the space
— Barricades (if appropriate)
— Personnel Training
— Electrical equipment controlled


